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INTRODUCTION 
 
Welcome to the 2009 Edition of the Beach Volleyball Casebook, which once again I have the pleasure to provide you with 

hoping that it will add to your knowledge of Beach Volleyball rules and officiating.  

 

This Casebook is part of the overall package that forms the foundation of Beach Volleyball officiating references and should 

be used as a complement to the Rules of the Game, the Refereeing Guidelines and the various Protocols.  

 

Beach Volleyball has developed tremendously in the last two decades and into the new millennium, spreading throughout 

the world through effective marketing and promotion and the influence of the Swatch-FIVB World Tour and FIVB Beach 

Volleyball World Championships properties. More than 150 countries now participate in International competitions or/and 

have National domestic competitions.  With this rapid growth not only in promotion, organization and technical aspects 

changes have come in the rules. Continuous rally scoring plus smaller court maintains spectator excitement and game 

drama. New rules, attractive look; vibrant ball colours bring a new era to the game making it more dramatic and entertaining 

than ever before.      

 

For the game to maintain its impetus as a sport that can appeal to the general public, while maintaining its unique outdoor 

image and marketability, consistency in application of the rules world- wide becomes increasingly important. This is the 

principal reason for publishing a first edition of the Official Beach Volleyball Casebook, to aid the consistent application of 

the rules of Beach Volleyball. 

 

 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT OF FIVB BEACH 
VOLLEYBALL PERMANENT COMMITTEE: Mr. Sinjin Smith  
 
The rules of the beach game are meant to create fair play.  In today’s commercial world we must also make the game as 

interesting as we can to the public, particularly the television public.  This said we must not destroy the integrity of the game 

in doing so. 

 

The objectives of our rules after we have accomplished fair play is to keep the referee out of the game as much as 

possible, to allow the personality of the players to come out during the game, to keep the game moving and interesting to 

the public. 

 

The beach game has been very lucky in so far as the FIVB has made it possible to make necessary changes when needed 

to benefit this fast growing and ever changing sport. 
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PLAYERS PERSPECTIVES ON THE RULES’ CASEBOOK 
 
 

“This book is a serious contribution to the understanding of the game, for 

both players and referees, as well as anybody else who loves Beach 

Volleyball. 

 

Always interesting, sometimes amusing, it was great fun to read! “  

  

 

 

 

Marrit Leenstra 

FIVB Women Player  

 
 
 

 “The Beach Volleyball Rules’ Casebook is a fantastic summary of unusual and special incidents that have happened in our 

beloved sport. The Casebook analyses each incident and discusses the issues around it to provide a helping hand for all 

referees whether experienced or inexperienced to solve critical situations in a professional way before, during and after the 

match.  The cases also provide support and information for players, media and fans to understand and follow the way  
 

Sascha Heyer 

FIVB Men Athletes’ Representative  

 

decision making process is made by the 

referees. Enjoy the game…!” 
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Although Beach Volleyball is a modality of Volleyball, there are fundamental differences in the playing numbers, techniques 

of the players, match formats and nature of the conditions, which guide the differences in the rules between these two 

games. Therefore, there are REFEREEING techniques, interpretations, protocols and situations, which are different. 

REFEREES must understand these clearly. 

 

In conclusion, REFEREES not only have to perform their duties and direct the match according to the rules and it’s spirit, 

but their REFEREEING performance is also governed by contributing factors such as health (physical and mental), legal 

factors (health and safety laws, drug testing and Code of Conduct)and social factors which are not purely technical in 

nature. REFEREES should always remember that they are not only there to officiate, they are also a teacher, promoter and 

administrator and may be required to assist the Referee Delegate if requested. They in this way have a delegated 

responsibility to act in the best interests of the FIVB and its various stakeholders. REFEREES should be closely aware of 

these factors, conduct their duties, following ethical considerations both on and off the court, while also directing the match 

accordingly under the rules. 
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CHAPTER 1 

FACILITIES AND PLAYING EQUIPMENT 
 

PLAYING AREA 
 

1.1 In a match between ARG and INA (M), the players 

discover a large piece of wood under the sand in the 

middle of the playing court. The referee stops play and 

quickly allows the object to be removed; the sand is 

levelled and the court checked before play is resumed. Is 

this correct handling of this situation? 

The referees are correct in taking this action. Player’s 

safety is an important consideration at all times.  

 

Referees must continually check the playing court and 

equipment and take corrective action if anything unsafe is 

discovered.  

 

Referees must know the location of the court staff, 

approved equipment, accredited medical staff etc to 

ensure quick and effective responses to such situations.  

 

Additionally linejudges play an important part in checking 

the condition of the playing area during a match. Player’s 

safety is an important aspect of all officials’ work. The 

Supervisor can temporarily authorize a playing court not to 

be used, if it is not safe (e.g. large object under sand 

requiring extensive digging). 

 

1.2 During their prematch inspection of the court the 

referees notice that there were exposed metal anchors at 

the corner lines and exposed metal wires securing the net 

and post. The referee delayed the match until both pieces 

of equipment had been protected. Is this the correct 

handling of this situation? 

The referees are correct in delaying the start of the match. 

The match should not commence until the playing court 

and equipment is safe for the players. This must be 

checked prior to the commencement of play, being part of 

a referee’s prematch inspection of the equipment and 

playing court. 

1.3 During an exciting rally the player of CAN (M) 

successfully dives to retrieve the ball. In making this play 

the line is strongly pulled and the anchors are removed 

from the ground in one corner. The court is now irregular in 

shape. Should the referee allow play to continue? 

Play should not continue, as the court does not comply 

with Rule 1.1.1. Additionally the court lines and anchors 

may now present a danger to the player(s). The 1st referee 

should immediately whistle and call a replay if there is any 

chance that the ball will remain in play. 

1.4 During the match ITA vs. FRA (M), the ITA player runs 

to recover a ball near the sideline. In making this play his 

The referees in their prematch inspection of the court 

should have found this danger to the players.  
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foot contacts a metal anchor just under the sand, which has 

been used to secure the court lines. The resulting injury 

means that the player is unable to continue the match. 

What should the referees have done, in order to potentially 

avoid this situation? 

 

Metal anchors are illegal to secure lines under any 

circumstance. Prior to the match, referees must check all 

the playing court and equipment, especially the lines, 

playing surface, poles, referee’s chair and signage for 

potential danger.  

 

This injury could have been prevented by correct 

preventative action by the referees.  

 

1.5 At the start of a men’s World Tour match CHI v ARG 

the teams state to the 1st referee that the court has not 

been correctly raked and levelled between matches and 

that it presents a danger to both teams. What should be the 

response of the referee? 

 

The referee should initially verify the accuracy of the 

team’s request allowing the raking to take place if the 

players are correct.  

Playing areas should be raked and levelled between 

matches as much as possible concentrating on the 

following areas: 

(1) Area around net (1-2 metres) 

(2) Service reception area 

(3) Court lines (both inside and outside by 1 metre) 

(4) Service area especially after jump serving 

Raking should take place during a match only if a 

significant danger is apparent to the players. Because an 

unraked court is not necessarily dangerous, each situation 

must be judged on its individual merits. Referees should 

ensure that the preparation of the court is properly 

completed before commencing the match especially 

ensuring that the match conditions are equal for both 

teams. 

1.6 The RUS (M) team was playing on a court that had 

sponsorship signage at the back of both service lines. 

However it was not completely surrounding the back of the 

court on one side. The RUS player went back to serve. He 

walked between the signs and stood outside the line of the 

signage, waiting for authorization to serve. Should the 1st 

referee authorize service? 

The 1st referee must not authorize service but should insist 

that the player move inside the line of the signage.  

The player can not serve from outside the free zone even 

though in this case it is not completely regular in shape.  

Both teams should be treated equally in respect of the 

potential size of their service zone.  
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The referee should recommend to the Supervisor (who 

authorizes the court staff) that this situation be corrected 

so that the service zone for both teams in equal in size and 

lies between 5 and 6m from the court lines. It must be 

symmetrical in nature. 

 

 1.7 In a World Tour match the players of both teams AUS 

and USA (W) approach the 1st referee requesting that she 

stop play due to the strong rain. What are the procedures 

the referee(s) should follow in making this decision? 

The referee(s) must remember that the decision to 

completely stop playing is usually made by the 

tournaments’ Supervisor(s). Therefore a referee should in 

these circumstances: 

(1) Continue play until the Supervisor makes a clear 

decision to stop play (not the players). 

(2) Authorize requests such as a Timeout. 

(3) Request the use of additional equipment such as 

towels, protective coverings and balls to enable the 

match to continue. 

(4) Stop play and ask the players to return to their 

designated chairs only if there is a significant danger to 

the players from thunder, sudden wind gusts etc or the 

Supervisors are unavailable. 

1.8 During the pre match protocol a player from USA (M) 

requests that the 1st referee authorise the watering of the 

court before the match starts. The referee declines this 

request considering that the court is in acceptable playing 

condition. Later during the set the same USA player leaves 

the playing area without permission of the officials and then 

proceeds to utilise a watering hose to water only his side of 

the court (upon returning to the court). What actions should 

the officials take in this circumstance?  

There are a number of factors to consider in this situation. 

Firstly while it is a 1st referees responsibility to consider the 

safety of players (e.g.: condition of the court) the 

Supervisor is required to make a final authorisation on 

some areas that potentially delay or change the pace of 

the game significantly (watering of court in protocol, time 

between rallies, shifting the sand etc).  

Before the match has commenced the 1st referee should 

request that the Supervisor authorise the watering of the 

court. 

During the match any watering of the court can be dealt 
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with by the referee within the time between sets / timeout / 

Technical Timeout but it should be conducted so as to not 

delay the match and should benefit equally both teams. 

The USA player should be sanctioned (assuming no prior 

delay sanctions) initially for ignoring the requests of the 

referees (Delay Warning) and then subsequently for 

delaying the match by watering the court (Delay Penalty).  

In this complex case the 1st referee should request that the 

Supervisor should come to the court. 

 

 

NET AND POSTS  
 

1.9 During the official warm up the team of RSA (M) 

requests that the referees verify the height of the net. How 

should the referees respond to this request? 

The referees should between matches have verified the 

height of the net.  

 

Many net systems are free standing and easily altered by 

people pulling down on the net.  

 

Referees should understand different heights, tension 

systems and construction of net systems. 

 

1.10 In a match between RSA and USA (M), at the score 0-

3, the USA captain tells the 1st referee that the net height is 

incorrect and requests that it be checked. After having 

The referee is correct in these actions, as there is no way 

to determine exactly when the net height was originally 

incorrect. There however, should have been a check of the 
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checked the net, the height is found to be 3 centimetres too 

low, in the centre. The 1st referee asks the court manager 

to fix the net height and subsequently the match is 

resumed with no change to the score. Was the 1st referee 

correct in these actions? 

 

net height prior to the start of the match to reduce the 

likelihood of this problem occurring. The 1st referee has 

correctly stopped the match to fix the incorrect net height, 

as play cannot continue with a net that has been verified as 

being non-regulation in height. It is good officiating practice 

in most circumstances to consider the player’s request as 

legitimate. 

1.11 During the 2001 Goodwill Games in Brisbane, 

Australia, there was extensive TV microphones / earpieces 

attached to the 1st referee. This equipment took over one 

minute to attach to / detach from the 1st referee. Under 

these circumstances is it compulsory for the 1st referee to 

undertake the toss prior to the 3rd and deciding set given 

the potential time delays it would create? 

No, it is not compulsory for the 1st referee to undertake the 

coin toss for the 3rd set. However he / she must: 

(1) Have this action authorised by a Supervisor 

(2) Explain to the players at the first coin toss the 

situation 

The 2nd referee must ensure that they follow the correct 

procedures for the 3rd set coin toss and have the necessary 

equipment (coin). 

 
BALL  

 

1.12 In a World Tour (M/W) Tournament in Hermosa, USA, 

10 playing courts were used. Due to a low number of 

auxiliary officials and a shortage of balls some courts used 

only a 1-ball system instead of a 3-ball system. Is this a 

correct interpretation of the rules? 

This is a correct interpretation. Under exceptional 

circumstances this is allowable, providing it is approved by 

the Tournament Supervisor and is consistently applied 

during the match (es).  

The referees should have discussed this decision with the 

Tournament Supervisor before implementing this decision, 

after having exhausted other alternative solutions. It should 

be implemented before, not during a match.  

The 1 ball system should be clearly explained to the 

players, especially what to do with the ball between rallies.  

Referees should not allow one team to use this situation to 

alter the pace of the match especially prolonging the time 

between rallies beyond 12 seconds. 

1.13 In Brazilian Tournaments during the month of 

February the temperatures are often very hot. The players 

often request that the referees check the pressure of the 

Referees must ensure that the ball does not get exposed to 

direct sun for long periods, thus significantly altering its 

pressure. Balls will naturally change pressure during the 
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ball. What should the referees do to avoid this problem? day with changes in the heat so the following should be 

checked, before each  match: 

(1) The location of the reserve balls should be dry and not 

in direct sunlight for long periods of time. 

(2) The pressure must be checked prior to the match and 

be consistent for all balls including reserve balls. 

(3) A pressure gauge, manual pump, and a valve should 

be available. 

(4) Balls should be clearly labelled / signed so that they 

can be grouped with other similar balls 

(5) The ball pressure should initially be set at the lower 

end of the scale (195-200 hPa) 

(6) A rotation of balls during an individual match may be 

used in exceptional circumstances. 

1.14 In Asian Tournaments during the monsoon (wet 

season) play is often affected by rain. What should a 

referee do so that the ball pressure and weight remain 

constant? 

 

Referees must ensure that the ball does not get very wet or 

moist, thus altering its pressure and weight.  

The following should be checked both before the match 

and during the match: 

(1) Number of balls available: - the number of balls may 

need to be increased, (e.g.: to 5) allowing them to be dried 

as often as possible. 

(2) Location of the reserve balls: -should be dry and not in 

direct sunlight. 

(3) Towels should be used by the ball retrievers especially 

those near the server. 

(4) A pressure gauge, manual pump, valve, and scales 

should be available. 

(5) Bags or other protective items should be available to 

protect the balls. 

(6) A rotation of balls during an individual match may be 

used in exceptional circumstances. 

(7) The ball’s pressure and condition should be checked 

often during the day. 

1.15 During a match at the 2002 Asian Games, the 2nd 

referee notices that there are 4 balls being utilised by the 

ball retrievers. The 2nd referee chooses one of the balls 

and places it on the scorers table. Later in the match one of 

the match balls flies over the grandstand and lands in the 

It is clearly the 2nd referee’s responsibility to oversee the 

process of utilisation of match balls. The 2nd referee 

should: 

(1) Initially check that three match balls are ready to 
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nearby sea. The 2nd referee then replaces the wet match 

ball with the reserve ball and the match resumes. What 

procedures should a 2nd referee follow in monitoring the 

reserve balls both before and during a match? 

be used at the start of the match  

(2) Once play has started monitor the system being 

used by the ball retrievers and oversee carefully 

the situation where a new ball needs to be 

introduced. A new ball should only be used with 

the permission of a match official 

(3) If a reserve ball is no longer suitable for play it 

should not be put in a position, such that it could 

enter the rotation of match balls being used (e.g.: 

under the scorers table) 

(4) Always ensure that a minimum of 1 suitable 

reserve ball is available 

If there are excessive problems in the match with a 3 ball 

system (e.g.: too many balls becoming unusable) the 1st 

referee may authorise use of a 1 ball system. 
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CHAPTER 2 

PARTICIPANTS 
 

TEAMS 
 

2.1 After the whistle for the end of a timeout the BRA (W) 

team is communicating with their coach who is outside the 

free zone. The players are slow in returning to the court 

from the timeout thus delaying the match. The referee 

penalizes BRA with a Delay warning. Is this correct action 

by the referee? 

The referee is correct in penalising the BRA team in this 

way. Players must not delay the match at any time. This 

action of delaying the game for the purpose of coaching is 

penalized as a Delay warning or Penalty if the players have 

already received a delay warning. The referee should also 

request for the Supervisor to come to the side of the court. 

2.2 In a match between NOR and BRA (M) the player of 

NOR brings to the referee’s attention that the BRA team is 

being continually coached and is receiving tactical 

information. What should the referee do? 

There are 5 important steps that the referee should follow: 

(1) As much as possible confirm that the communication 

with the coach is taking place especially by using the 

2nd referee. 

(2) Initially request to the offending team that this 

coaching stop. 

(3) Request that a Supervisor come to the side of the 

court. 

(4) Advise the Supervisor of the situation. The Supervisor 

is responsible for dealing with the coaching 

(5) Avoid as much as possible delays to the match 

It is not possible to penalize the coach directly for 

misconduct or penalize the players for the coach’s actions 

except if the coaches actions lead the players to break the 

rules of the game (for example delays). The coach should 

be treated as a spectator who has caused external 

interference to the match and can be dealt with by the 

Tournament Supervisor. 
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PLAYERS EQUIPMENT  

 

2.3 The NOR (W) were playing JPN when the referee 

noticed a player with a sharp diamond ring on her finger 

during the official warm up. The 1st referee asked her to 

remove the ring. She replied that it is impossible to remove 

it from her finger. How should the referee respond? 

The referee should insist that the ring be taped so as to not 

cause any possible injury to the participants. Referees 

should always check for jewellery or other dangerous 

objects during the warm up period, bringing any concerns 

to the attention of the players. 

2.4 During the official warm up period the referee notices 

that the teams of KOR and FRA (W) have the same 

coloured playing uniforms. What should the referee do? 

Reference: Case 10.1 

The referee should act quickly so as to avoid a lengthy 

delay. 

(1) Initially try to establish a resolution of the problem by 

agreement of the teams. 

(2) Conduct a coin toss in accordance with Rule 5.2.1. 

(3) Notify a Supervisor of this problem, only if the problem 

can not be resolved. 

(4) If all other possible alternatives are exhausted record 

details of the problem in the remarks section of the 

scoresheet and commence the match with the 

permission of the Supervisor. 

Referees should as much as possible deal with this 

situation before the match between the two teams without 

involving the Supervisors. Players must enter the playing 

area in correct uniform, so the referees just prior to the 

entry of the teams can check this problem. 

2.5 Prior to the start of the match the USA (W) player 

approaches the referee to check that her under shorts are 

legal. She explains that she has a medical injury. The 

referee allows the player to play with the under shorts. Is 

this correct? 

 

The Supervisor has the final decision on legality of 

uniforms. The referee can authorize in exceptional 

circumstances a player to play with under shorts, under 

shirts or similar items of apparel. However, referees are 

required to refer these questions to the Supervisor for 

consistency of application under the FIVB’s regulations. 

This should be dealt with before the match can commence 

and then noted on the scoresheet.  

2.6 AUS (M) was playing in a match when a player’s shorts 

accidentally became badly torn.  The referee allows the 

player to replace the shorts with a matching pair, without 

significant delay to the match. Is this correct procedure by 

the referee? 

 

The referee has acted correctly in fixing this situation 

quickly. The teams would not be charged a time out or 

delay sanction. Referees must check that the condition of 

the player’s uniform is consistent with the respective 

uniform regulations and the image the sport of Beach 

Volleyball conveys. It is the player’s responsibility to have a 

matching set of uniforms.  

 10
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