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INTRODUCTION 
 
Welcome to the 2009 Edition of the Beach Volleyball Casebook, which once again I have the pleasure to provide you with 

hoping that it will add to your knowledge of Beach Volleyball rules and officiating.  

 

This Casebook is part of the overall package that forms the foundation of Beach Volleyball officiating references and should 

be used as a complement to the Rules of the Game, the Refereeing Guidelines and the various Protocols.  

 

Beach Volleyball has developed tremendously in the last two decades and into the new millennium, spreading throughout 

the world through effective marketing and promotion and the influence of the Swatch-FIVB World Tour and FIVB Beach 

Volleyball World Championships properties. More than 150 countries now participate in International competitions or/and 

have National domestic competitions.  With this rapid growth not only in promotion, organization and technical aspects 

changes have come in the rules. Continuous rally scoring plus smaller court maintains spectator excitement and game 

drama. New rules, attractive look; vibrant ball colours bring a new era to the game making it more dramatic and entertaining 

than ever before.      

 

For the game to maintain its impetus as a sport that can appeal to the general public, while maintaining its unique outdoor 

image and marketability, consistency in application of the rules world- wide becomes increasingly important. This is the 

principal reason for publishing a first edition of the Official Beach Volleyball Casebook, to aid the consistent application of 

the rules of Beach Volleyball. 

 

 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT OF FIVB BEACH 
VOLLEYBALL PERMANENT COMMITTEE: Mr. Sinjin Smith  
 
The rules of the beach game are meant to create fair play.  In today’s commercial world we must also make the game as 

interesting as we can to the public, particularly the television public.  This said we must not destroy the integrity of the game 

in doing so. 

 

The objectives of our rules after we have accomplished fair play is to keep the referee out of the game as much as 

possible, to allow the personality of the players to come out during the game, to keep the game moving and interesting to 

the public. 

 

The beach game has been very lucky in so far as the FIVB has made it possible to make necessary changes when needed 

to benefit this fast growing and ever changing sport. 
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PLAYERS PERSPECTIVES ON THE RULES’ CASEBOOK 
 
 

“This book is a serious contribution to the understanding of the game, for 

both players and referees, as well as anybody else who loves Beach 

Volleyball. 

 

Always interesting, sometimes amusing, it was great fun to read! “  

  

 

 

 

Marrit Leenstra 

FIVB Women Player  

 
 
 

 “The Beach Volleyball Rules’ Casebook is a fantastic summary of unusual and special incidents that have happened in our 

beloved sport. The Casebook analyses each incident and discusses the issues around it to provide a helping hand for all 

referees whether experienced or inexperienced to solve critical situations in a professional way before, during and after the 

match.  The cases also provide support and information for players, media and fans to understand and follow the way  
 

Sascha Heyer 

FIVB Men Athletes’ Representative  

 

decision making process is made by the 

referees. Enjoy the game…!” 
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Although Beach Volleyball is a modality of Volleyball, there are fundamental differences in the playing numbers, techniques 

of the players, match formats and nature of the conditions, which guide the differences in the rules between these two 

games. Therefore, there are REFEREEING techniques, interpretations, protocols and situations, which are different. 

REFEREES must understand these clearly. 

 

In conclusion, REFEREES not only have to perform their duties and direct the match according to the rules and it’s spirit, 

but their REFEREEING performance is also governed by contributing factors such as health (physical and mental), legal 

factors (health and safety laws, drug testing and Code of Conduct)and social factors which are not purely technical in 

nature. REFEREES should always remember that they are not only there to officiate, they are also a teacher, promoter and 

administrator and may be required to assist the Referee Delegate if requested. They in this way have a delegated 

responsibility to act in the best interests of the FIVB and its various stakeholders. REFEREES should be closely aware of 

these factors, conduct their duties, following ethical considerations both on and off the court, while also directing the match 

accordingly under the rules. 
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